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What is legal aid?

This brochure deals with legal aid
and the availability of financial
assistance when you find yourself
in a dispute with someone and
you need a lawyer. The informa-
tion is a summary and covers the
most important points you need

to know.

In Sweden it is a fundamental right to have
your case heard by a legal representative,
either in or outside court. Legal aid is a form
of statutory social protection legislation that
aims to help an individual who cannot get
legal support in any other way. The right to
legal aid is governed by the Legal Aid Law.

If you are involved in a legal dispute which
you and the other party are unable to resolve

between yourselves you could need help
from a legal representative. A legal repre-
sentative is an attorney or trained lawyer. In
practice, legal aid is financial support pro-
vided by the State to those who are unable
to pay for a legal representative. The legal aid
covers part of the costs for the legal represen-
tative, but also costs relating to evidence and
other expenditure. The purpose of legal aid
is to give you the opportunity to have your
case heard.

Being granted legal aid does not automati-
cally mean that the State pays all the costs
for your legal representative. The basic idea is
that you should contribute to the cost to the
extent you can afford. You can receive legal
aid for the whole or part of the cost of a legal
representative up to 100 hours. In special
cases the court can extend legal aid. Legal aid
is the difference between the costs that arise
for your legal representative and the legal aid
fee which you must pay yourself.



Legal protection in your insurance

If you find yourself involved in a legal dis-
pute and need financial support, you should
always use the legal protection cover under
your insurance. Legal protection insurance
should help to cover your expenses for

legal counsel in disputes relating to your
private life. Legal protection is automatically
included in virtually all Swedish home and
contents, home, and residential and leisure
home insurances and in comprehensive in-
surance of boats and comprehensive/partial
motor car insurance.

For the legal protection cover in your insur-
ance to come into effect the dispute must
have arisen with another party. You should
have taken out insurance before the dispute
arose. Some insurance have a rule that you
must have had your insurance for at least
two years in order to be able to make use

of the legal protection cover. If you are in a
dispute with someone you have been mar-
ried to or living with, the legal protection
cover does not normally apply if the dispute
arises within two years of the marriage or the
partnership coming to an end.

The conditions for legal aid can vary from
one insurance company to another. Informa-
tion about your legal protection cover can
be found in your insurance policy, in the
terms and conditions of insurance, or on the
insurance companies’ websites. Contact your
insurance company where you are insured
for further information.

Legal aid or legal protection cover

The main rule is that you should make use
of the legal protection cover in your insur-
ance when you need financial help in a
legal dispute. This means that normally you
will not receive legal aid if you have legal
protection cover. If you have no insurance
whatsoever this does not mean that you
will be automatically entitled to legal aid.
You cannot therefore decide not to take out
home insurance and instead rely on being
granted legal aid.



Advice

When you find yourself in a dispute which
you and the other party are unable to
resolve, you can turn to a legal representa-
tive in your area to make an appointment for
advice under the Legal Aid Act.

Advice is a meeting with a legal expert where
you have the opportunity to explain the dis-
pute and your situation. The representative
examines the details of your dispute in order
to provide advice and make a professional
assessment of your need for legal aid. The
advice period is a compulsory consultation
for being granted legal aid. To apply for legal
aid at least one hour’s advice is required. You
can receive up to two hours’ advice in return
for a fixed fee (rate).

You pay for the advice and you pay directly
to the legal representative providing the ad-
vice. You can have the advice fee reduced if
there are special reasons, such as if you have
an annual income of less than SEK 75,000.
If you are under the age of 18 years and have
no income or wealth you can receive advice
free of charge. If you need an interpreter
during the advice session your representative
will arrange this. The cost of the interpreter
is met by the State. If you decide to proceed,
you fill in the legal aid application form
together with your representative.

You can receive advice on all legal matters and it is not limited in the same way as legal aid. Ev-

eryone is entitled to advice under the Legal Aid Act. Remember that attorney or trained lawyers

are not liable to provide advice under the Legal Aid Act.

Young in Sweden

For young people without any income or
wealth, there are rights to get the advice and
legal aid to a reduced cost or free of charge.

Are you under the age of 18 years, without
any income or wealth, and involved in a le-
gal dispute? Then you have the right to legal
aid and advice free of charge. This means
that the State will pay the cost of an attor-
ney or trained lawyer who can help you to
present your case. Otherwise the same rules
in the Legal Aid Act apply to you as they do
to adults.

New in Sweden

If you live in Sweden and you are a Swedish
citizen or have a permanent residence permit
you are covered by Swedish legislation when
it comes to legal aid. This means that you are
entitled to legal aid if you want the dispute
to be heard in Sweden. If you do not have

a command of Swedish you are entitled to

Are you of legal age but have not yet managed
to acquire an income or wealth and you are in-
volved in a legal dispute? If so you are entitled
to a reduced legal aid fee, i.e. you only pay a
small part of the actual costs. If you are of legal
age you must pay for advice from an attorney
or trained lawyer. If your annual income is less
than SEK 75,000 and you do not have any
wealth you are entitled to have the cost of the
advice reduced to half. Contact an attorney or
trained lawyer in your area for further informa-
tion. The simplest way to find a lawyer is in the
Yellow Pages or on the website of the Swedish
Bar Association.

an interpreter to make yourself fully under-
stood. Your legal representative will arrange
this for you and the State will meet the cost
of the interpreter. Otherwise the same rules
in the Legal Aid Act apply to you as to per-
sons born in Sweden.



(Z1 ‘¢ d) 09y
pie je89] = Aed pjnoys noA yonw
MOy sa3e)ndjed J1 ‘3°1 JUSWI|1I9S
e sayew AjLioyiny pry |esa ayl

*pap1oap st aindsip ayL

(g1 -d) "pte |e5a) uo ap1dap )M
314N0D 3y} 1NOD paydeal Apealje sey
aindsip ay3 J| ‘ple |e8a) 03 pa|ILIud
9Je noA 19Yyjaym jnoge Uols1dap e
sayoeau Ajuoyiny piy jesa syl

‘ple |e8a) 19AME] B Yy3IM
10} Ajdde noA pue as1Ape SuLinp pa9>0.d 03 Suipasau 3noyum aindsip
UOIIN|OS B Je SALLIR 0} |le} NOA 3y3 9Ajosal Ayied 1ayjo syl pue Noj

(o1 ‘2 ‘9 °d)
*19AMe] pauleu] e 1o Asulolye
ue wo.j dJIAPE S, IN0Y SUO 3Ised) Iy

(9 *d) *ad1Ape
A1os)ndwod 10} eaue unoA uL 19Ame)
paule) e 10 A3uJojje ue }oejuo)

((3))

*Ad1j0d doueINSUL

InoA ul punoy aq ued
uoljew.iou] ‘Auedwod
9sueJnsul JnoA 3oejuo)

(9 ‘¢ *d) *aeu
pacnpal e je 1o asieyd jo
99.1) DIAPE pue ple |esa)

+19391diajul
03 P3J313US 89 IYSIW NOA

ue 03 pa)313ua aJe NoA

(g °d) usA0d

uolydajoud jesa) ay3
ash Jou ued noA Jo (g *d)-19A0> uo1303)
$19A0D uoljdajoid -0.d |e89) e sapn|d
1e83] yum adueunsut (£ *d) uspams (£°d) -ul YoIym aduelinsut
Aue sAey Jou Op NOA ul uosiad SunoA e aue nop ‘USPSMS UL M3U a.e NOA ue sAey NOA

*9A1lR]USSDIdD e8] e wouy djay
pPa3U NO) °*S9A]3SINOA 9A)0Sal J0U

-ued noA yoiym Ayied iayjoue ypm
93ndsip |e89] e Ul PSAJOAUL 9@ NOA

Quick guide
to legal aid



Who can be granted legal a-ld? There are a number of exceptions to these rules:

« As a rule you are not entitled to legal aid if the value of the matter/dispute is less
than half a ’base amount’.

Not everyone is entitled to legal aid. The following are the most important rules:

« Legal aid applies first and foremost to private individuals, i.e. not to associations,
companies or similar institutions. In exceptional cases a business proprietor can be
granted legal aid. The estate of a deceased person can in some cases be granted
legal aid.

« You will not receive legal aid for matters which involve more straightforward registration
procedures, such as an application for property deeds or a mortgage on a property or
for the drafting of documents such as a tax return, a will, a prenuptial agreement, an
estate inventory or a deed of gift.

« As a rule, if you have legal protection cover through your insurance you cannot be
granted legal aid. You should in the first instance make use of your legal protection
cover to pay the cost of your representative.

« If you do not have any insurance but in the light of your financial circumstances you
ought to have insurance, you could miss the right to legal aid.

« If the dispute is to be heard in a court of law or by a public authority in another
country, legal aid is only paid if you are resident in Sweden.

« If you have disposable gross income of more than SEK 260,000 per year you are not
entitled to legal aid from the State. In simple terms your disposable gross income is

the total of your assets and your wealth minus liabilities and support commitments.
« You will not be granted legal aid if you represent yourself. Legal aid is paid for another

«You will not be granted legal aid if you are receiving help from a public defence legal representative to act for you.

counsel or a public counsel. In these cases it is a question of a criminal case or an

administrative matter. « In some cases special reasons are required if you are to be granted legal aid. This

applies, for example, to divorce cases or if you are a business proprietor. Further
information about what could constitute such reasons is available from the Legal Aid
Authority.

« A condition for being granted legal aid is that you should have at least one hour’s
advice from an attorney or trained lawyer. You can receive up to two hours’ advice
under the Legal Aid Act.

*There should be a need for legal assistance and it should be reasonable that the State
pays the costs in the dispute. The assessment is made by the Legal Aid Authority or
by a court (in those cases where the dispute has already reached court).
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Claim for repayment

If you are found guilty of a crime or you lose
a dispute you could be required to pay part
of the State’s costs. When the civil dispute
has been decided, the Legal Aid Authority
makes a settlement, i.e. we calculates how
much you will be required to repay and then
send you a letter with information about
this. In criminal cases the court calculates
how much you must pay and sends a copy of
the judgment to us at the Legal Aid Author-
ity. We then send you a letter with infor-
mation about the amount that you will be
required to repay. Even if you have not had
contact with the Legal Aid Authority previ-
ously, we will send you a letter regarding
repayment. We function as an enforcement
authority, i.e. we are empowered to demand
money from you. If you have any questions
you are welcome to contact us at the Legal

Aid Authority.

If you find it difficult paying the debt, the
Legal Aid Authority can help you with an
instalment plan or extend the payment
period. Do not hesitate to contact us at the
Legal Aid Authority. You can be granted an
extension of the payment period by up to
one year and the longest instalment plan
that can be granted is three years. When the
instalment plan is longer than one year we
send a repayment schedule which you sign
and return. You will also need to pay a fee.
If you do not follow the instalment plan the
debt and the claim will be handed over to
the Enforcement Authority, which will col-
lect the debt.




The Legal Aid Authority

The Legal Aid Authority is a national
authority which handles legal aid according
to the Legal Aid Act. All applications for
legal aid are made directly to us at the Legal
Aid Authority unless your case has already
gone to court. In that case it is the court that
decides on your legal aid. It is our lawyers
that decide if there is a need for legal aid and
they then decide if you are entitled to legal
aid or not.

When a matter or a dispute has been
resolved we make the settlement, i.e. we
calculate how much you will need to pay.
We also function as an enforcement authority
in matters related to claims for repayment
of the State’s legal aid costs and also costs in
criminal cases.
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